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CHANGEABLE PARTS OF THE DIVINE LITURGY
Tropar —Tone 6
The angelic powers were at Your tomb. The guards became as dead men. Mary stood
by Your grave seeking Your Most Pure Body. You captured Hades, not being tempted by
it. You came to the Virgin, granting Life, Lord, risen from the dead, glory to You.

Kondak — Tone 6
When Christ God, the Giver of Life, with His Life-giving Hand raised all of the dead from
the valleys of misery, He bestowed Resurrection on the human race. He is the Savior,
the Resurrection, the Life and the God of all.

Tone 6 Prokeimenon
O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance.
V: To you, O Lord, | have cried, O my God.

The Readmg is from the Letter of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Galatians (1:11-19)

: BRETHEREN, | want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel
| preached is not of human origin. | did not receive it from any man, nor was |
taught it; rather, | received it by revelation from Jesus Christ. For you have
heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely | persecuted the
church of God and tried to destroy it. | was advancing in Judaism beyond many
of my own age among my people and was extremely zealous for the traditions
of my fathers. But when God, who set me apart from my mother’s womb and called me by
his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me so that | might preach him among the
Gentiles, my immediate response was not to consult any human being. 7| did not go up to
Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before | was, but | went into Arabia. Later |
returned to Damascus. Then after three years, | went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with
Cephas and stayed with him fifteen days. | saw none of the other apostles—only James, the
Lord’s brother.

Alleluia and Verses Tone 5
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
will abide in the shadow of the heavenly God. (Ps. 90:1)
V: He will say to the Lord: “My Protector and my Refuge; my God, in Whom | trust.”
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!




The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 2:13-23
When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt.
Stay there until | tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.”
So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for
Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the
Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt | called my son.” When Herod
realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill
all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance
with the time he had learned from the Magi. Then what was said through the prophet
Jeremiah was fulfilled: “A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no
more.” After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and
said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were
trying to take the child’s life are dead.” So he got up, took the child and his mother and went
to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his
father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the
district of Galilee, and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was
said through the prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene.
Communion Hymn

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

—————
MEMORY ETERNAL /
PLEASE PRAY FOR RESTING OF THE SOULS _3"‘\}: {
Mary Bobersky, Walter Duzzny, Dennis Currie, Julian, Vasyl Zomchak, Heather Rhodes, Joe Zemko, § N

Jeff Ulrich, Judy Cebriak, William Zylka, Serhiy, Pat Mamajack, Arlene Hawryluk, Mary C. Moon,
Lidiia Zabrodina, Metro Senedak, Eleanor K. Laise, Julian Naumenko, Patricia Huly, John Senediak,
Ann & George Klein. Victims of the war in Ukraine.

PRAYER LIST
PLEASE PRAY FOR HEALING, COMFORT, AND SPIRITUAL PEACE

Metropolitan Anthony, Archbishop Daniel, Patricia Mogish, Denny Lightner, Kevin Finnerty, Alice
Dobransky, Jamie Maluk, Alexandr, Missouri, Jane, Sam, Lorenzo, Lori, Christine Kline, Larry, Soldier
Ivan, Dolly Mehalco, Stephen Shonn, Thelma Zemko, Artur Bohuslav, Lori Hayda, Shirley Duffy, Michele
(Senediak) Caulder, Dobrodiyka Lilya, Sandy, Marilyn O'Leary, Harold Owens, Marianne Carmack,
Nicholas Yurchyk, Pauline Witkowsky, Eileen Maluk, Peter Anderson, Albert Auden, Boris & Kathleen
Vuksanovich, Kathy Zebel. People Suffering from any Illnesses. Ukrainian people suffering from war.

——-
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OUR OFFERINGS TO THE LORD On January 4 On January 7
(Christmas)
General: $1895.00 $7883.00
Renovation: $00.00 $ 00.00
Online Donations on Tithe.ly $ 25.00 $ 00.00
Bulletin Dedication
(in memory of a loved one, or in honor for an anniversary)

Sun Jan 4 Sun Jan 11 Sun Jan 18 Sun Jan 25
1. Available 1. Dedicated 1. Dedicated 1. Dedicated
2. Available 2. Available 2. Available 2. Dedicated
Sun Feb 1 Sun Feb 8 Sun Feb 15 Sun Feb 22
1. Available 1. Available 1. Available Not Available
2. Available 2. Available 2. Available

THIS MONTH OUR PARISH CELEBRATES

4 Brian Slagel

7 JESUS CHRIST

10 Teagan Woloschak
11 Brookly Ava Antonia
Yuschak

11 Tom Drabick

12 Stephen Inchak

17 Olivia Lanise Zets

18 Erika Mark

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
1 Diane Malys 19 Tod Betts
1 Karen Ray 20 Robert Kline
1 Linda German 20 Erica Shonn
2 Beverly Henry 20 Janna Williams
2 Ruth Grave 20 Ivanna Pavlusyk

24 Jeffrey Senediak

25 Greg Pupa

26 Alice Dobransky

26 Adeline Sanetrick

26 Olena Serrano

27 David Anderson

27 Nicholas Anderson

30 Metropolitan Anthony
31 Jackleen Buzzelli

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

January 27, 2001 — Michael & Melissa Crown




Liturgical Schedule & Feast Days

SERVICE AND FEAST DAY SCHEDULE
* (HEARING CONFESSIONS ON SUNDAYS BEFORE LITURGY 8:304M - 9:154AM)

* Sunday, January 11, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, 31* Sunday after Pentecost (Mt. 2:13-23)
Sunday after Nativity, of Holy Righteous Joseph
* Sunday, January 18, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, HOLY THEOPHANY. BAPTISM of the LORD
Water Blessing (Mt. 3:13-17)
* Sunday, January 25, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, Sunday of Zacchaeus (Lk. 19:1-10)

* Sunday, February 1, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, Sunday of Publican and Pharisee (Lk. 18:10-14)
*  Sunday, February 8, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, Sunday of the Prodigal Son (Lk. 15:11-32)

Upcoming dates & events
January 13 — Tea & Fellowship with Fr Mykola at 6pm at Church downstairs
January 18 — Fellowship organized by Erica Shonn in Memory of her father Stephen Shonn
January 18 — Sr. UOL Meeting after Liturgy.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & GREETINGS:

(=

. Water Blessing — Sunday, Jan 18
We will be blessing water in church on Sunday, January 18.

All faithful are invited to attend and to bring containers to take blessed
water home. May this blessed water be for healing of soul and body, and for
God’s grace in our homes. (

. Tea & Fellowship with Fr Mykola — Tue, Jan 13
Tea & Fellowship with Fr Mykola at 6pm at Church downstairs

e 2026 Church Calendar is available
Please get a calendar for your home.
You may take more than one: for your workplace or for someone else etc.

e Sr. UOL Meeting — Sun, Jan 18 after Liturgy

e Fellowship - organized by Erica Shonn in Memory of her father
Stephen Shonn on Sun, Jan 18 after Liturgy.




Fleeing from Bethlehem

with the Child Jesus

The flight from Bethlehem into Egypt reveals a profound
and often unsettling truth: the Son of God begins His
earthly life as a refugee. God does not shield His
Family from danger; instead, He enters fully into the
vulnerability, fear, and instability of the human condition.

When King Herod seeks the life of the Child, God speaks
not through public signs, but through a dream. Saint
Joseph awakens in the night and acts immediately. He
does not wait for morning. He does not gather
explanations. He takes Virgin Mary and the Child and
flees into the unknown. Obedience, here, is urgent and
costly.

Joseph teaches us that faith sometimes means
leaving safety, familiarity, and comfort behind. He
becomes the protector not only of a family, but of God’s saving plan itself. His trust is active,
not theoretical. In Joseph we see that righteousness is proven not by words, but by decisive
action taken for the sake of life.

Mary, too, is silent in this moment—but her silence is filled with faith. She carries Jesus
Christ, not knowing where they will sleep, how they will survive, or when they will return. The
Mother of God walks the road of exile, teaching us that true faith does not demand
certainty; it walks forward with trust. Her heart, already marked by Simeon’s prophecy,
begins to taste the sword that will pierce it.

The road to Egypt is a road of fear, fatigue, and dependence on God. The Holy Family
becomes homeless, foreign, vulnerable—dependent on the kindness of strangers and the
providence of God. In this, Christ sanctifies the suffering of all who are displaced, persecuted,
or forced to flee violence. No one who suffers exile is outside the heart of God.
Teaching for us today

1. God’s will does not always lead to safety—but always leads to salvation.

Bethlehem, the place of promise, becomes a place of danger. Egypt, once a symbol of
slavery, becomes a place of refuge. God’s ways often overturn our expectations.

2. Obedience must sometimes be immediate.

Joseph does not delay. Delayed obedience could have meant death. Faith often
requires action before understanding.




3. God is present even on the road of fear.

The Holy Family does not flee from God'’s plan, but within it. Even danger cannot cancel
God’s purpose.

4. Christ identifies with the vulnerable from the beginning.

Jesus begins life hunted, displaced, and poor. Therefore, every suffering child, every
refugee, every fearful parent has a place in His story.

—_——— T ————

The Holy Family: Joseph and Mary

The Holy Family reveals a sacred truth often
forgotten: God enters the world not through power,
noise, or spectacle, but through obedience, trust, and
quiet love. In Joseph and Mary, we see a family shaped not
by ease, but by faithfulness amid uncertainty.

Saint Joseph is the righteous man chosen to guard
the greatest mystery the world has ever known. He is not
chosen for eloquence or prominence, but for his readiness to
obey God immediately and completely. When confusion
arises—Mary’s pregnancy, the angel’s warning, the flight into
Egypt—Joseph does not argue, delay, or demand clarity. He
rises and acts. His silence is not weakness; it is deep interior
listening. Joseph teaches us that true strength is found in
responsibility, self-sacrifice, and protecting others even when it costs us everything.

Joseph’s role reminds us that holiness is often hidden. He provides, works, worries, and
perseveres. He teaches Jesus how to pray, how to work with His hands, how to love the Law of God. In
Joseph we learn that fatherhood is not possession, but stewardship, and that leadership in the
family is exercised through service, humility, and fidelity.

Virgin Mary stands as the model of faith for all generations. Her “yes” to God is not spoken
from comfort or certainty, but from radical trust. She accepts a calling that exposes her to
misunderstanding, danger, and sorrow. Yet she does not withdraw. Mary carries God within her—
physically, spiritually, and emotionally—teaching us what it means to be a living dwelling place for the
Lord.

Mary’s faith is contemplative. She listens, reflects, and treasures God’s actions in her heart.
She teaches us patience with mystery, endurance in suffering, and faithfulness when God’s plan
unfolds slowly. From Bethlehem to Nazareth, from Cana to Golgotha, Mary remains present. She
shows us that love means staying, even when the cost is great.

Together, Joseph and Mary form a family that is poor in possessions but rich in grace.
Their home in Nazareth is simple, hidden, and unremarkable by worldly standards, yet it becomes the
place where God grows, learns, and is loved. Their family life is marked by work, prayer, obedience,
and mutual trust. They remind us that holiness is not reserved for monasteries or altars alone—it is
lived in kitchens, workshops, sleepless nights, and daily responsibilities.




The Holy Family teaches us that suffering does not mean abandonment by God. They face
exile, fear, uncertainty, and loss, yet God is always present. Their lives proclaim that faithfulness in
hardship is itself a form of worship.

The Holy Family assures us that ordinary life can become holy ground when lived with
faith. When God is placed at the center, even silence speaks, suffering bears fruit, and love becomes a

path to salvation.
_— ——

Reflections: \\\\\\\\\\”////,, .

Indifference is silence where one must

speak, and ca.lm where one must act_. $ --_{__‘"—;_}\_i\} N\ (17 Z/,_c_’__—-;——.___ *
It allows evil to grow, because evil — — Silence- _—

always takes advantage of the silence of / —— when w¢_§hpgld_speak =7

those who “do not want to get involved.” calm where we must act. =

History has proven time and again: when / ”///// ‘l\\ \\\\

good people remain silent, evil becomes
loud.

Each of us has a choice—to pass by another person’s pain or to pause, even for a
moment, and extend a helping hand. We cannot always change the world, but we
can choose not to let indifference freeze our own hearts.

Love and compassion are not weakness, but strength—a strength capable of
working miracles. For true life begins with love for another. And as long as we retain

the ability to respond, to share, and to support one another, humanity still has hope.
—_————

\ ’ // We do not have much time to waste on lies.
::: \\\ //////’ Life is too short to constantly wear masks,
_'_'—\ ___._._———-— . . .
] _— :::_ to invent images for others, and to explain
: ///f; - feelings we do not truly have. Every lie steals
g >\ * . .
-\k\\\\\\ // a piece of inner peace from us, makes the
E// Stealing peace from within, \i’\ heart heavier, and the path more tangled.
tanglmg the path ahead. = Truth is not always convenient, nor always
/////// \\ \\\\ S pleasant, but it always sets us free. It restores
/ \ a person to themselves, allows them to
breathe deeply, and to live without the fear of being exposed.
Itis far more valuable to live a shorter life honestly than a long one in constant self-
deception. In the end, what remains is not what we said to others, but who we truly

were.




Orthodox Christianity 101

Resurrection

And He rose again from the dead on the third day, according
to the Scriptures .

Christ is risen from the dead! This is the main proclamation of the
Christian faith. It forms the heart of the Church’s preaching, worship and
spiritual life. “.2.?. if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in
vain and your faith is in vain” (1Cor 15.14).

In the first sermon ever preached in the history of the Christian
Church, the Apostle Peter began his proclamation:

Men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man
attended to you by God with mighty works and signs and wonders which
God did to him in your midst, as you yourself know-this Jesus delivered
up according to a definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified
and killed by the hands of lawless men. But God raised Him up, having
loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible for Him to be
held by it (Acts 2.22-24).

Jesus had the power to lay down his life and the power to take it up again:

For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life, that | may take it again. No one takes it
from Me, but I lay it down of My own accord. | have the power to lay it down, and | have the power to take it again;
this charge I have received from My Father (Jn 10.17-18).

According to Orthodox doctrine there is no competition of “lives” between God and Jesus, and no
competition of “powers.” The power of God and the power of Jesus, the life of God and the life of Jesus, are one
and the same power and life. To say that God has raised Christ, and that Christ has been raised by his own power
is to say essentially the same thing. “For as the Father has life in himself,” says Christ, so he has granted the Son
also to have life in himself’ (Jn 5.26). “I and the Father are one”(Jn 10.30).

The Scriptural stress that God has raised up Jesus only emphasizes once more that Christ has given His
life, that He has laid it down fully, that He has offered it whole and without reservation to God-Who then gave it
back in His resurrection from the dead.

The Orthodox Church believes in Christ's real death and His actual resurrection. Resurrection, however,
does not simply mean bodily resuscitation. Neither the Gospel nor the Church teaches that Jesus was lying dead
and then was biologically revived and walked around in the same way that He did before He was killed. In a word,
the Gospel does not say that the angel moved the stone from the tomb in order to let Jesus out. The angel moved
the stone to reveal that Jesus was not there (Mk 16; Mt 28).

In His resurrection Jesus is in a new and glorious form. He appears in different places immediately. He is
difficult to recognize (Lk 24.16; Jn 20.14). He eats and drinks to show that He is not a ghost (Lk 24.30, 39). He
allows himself to be touched (Jn 20.27, 21.9). And yet He appears in the midst of disciples, “the doors being shut”
(Jn 20.19, 26). And he “vanishes out of their sight” (Lk 24.31). Christ indeed is risen, but His resurrected humanity
is full of life and divinity. It is humanity in the new form of the eternal life of the Kingdom of God.

So it is with the resurrection of the dead: What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable. It is
sown in dishonor, it is raked in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a physical body, it is
raised a spiritual body.
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Thus, it is written, the first man Adam became a living being; the last Adam [i.e. Christ] became a life-giving
spirit. But it is not the spiritual which is first but the physical, then the spiritual.

The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust,
so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man from heaven, so are those who are of heaven. Just as we
have home the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven (1Cor 15.42-50).

The resurrection of Christ is the first fruits of the resurrection of all humanity. It is the fulfillment of the Old
Testament, “according to the Scriptures” where it is written, “For Thou doest not give me up unto Sheol [that is,
the realm of death], or let Thy Godly one see corruption” (Ps 16.10; Acts 2.25-36). In Christ all expectations and
hopes are filled: O Death, where is your sting? O Sheol, where is your victory? (Hos 13.14).

He will swallow up death forever, and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces .?.?. It will be said
on that day, “Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him; let us be glad and rejoice in His salvation” (Is 25.8-9).

Come, let us return to the Lord: For He has torn, that He may heal us; He has stricken, and He will bind us
up. After two days He will revive us; on the third day He will raise us up, that we may live before Him (Hos 6.1—
2).

On Death and Resurrection in Christ

Yesterday | was crucified with Him; today | am glorified with Him.
Yesterday | died with Him; today | am made alive with Him.
Yesterday | was crucified with Him; today | am glorified with Him.
Yesterday | died with Him; today | am made alive with Him.
Yesterday | was buried with Him; today | am raised up with Him.

God and most proper.
Let us become like Christ, since Christ became like us.
Let us become Divine for His sake, since for us He became Man.
He assumed the worse that He might give us the better.
He became poor that by His poverty we might become rich.
He accepted the form of a servant that we might win back our freedom.
He came down that we might be lifted up.
He was tempted that through Him we might conquer.
He was dishonored that He might glorify us.
He died that He might save us.
He ascended that He might draw to Himself us, who were thrown down through the fall of sin.
Let us give all, offer all, to Him who gave Himself a Ransom and Reconciliation for us.
We needed an incarnate God, a God put to death, that we might live.
We were put to death together with Him that we might be cleansed.
We rose again with Him because we were put to death with Him.
We were glorified with Him because we rose again with Him.
A few drops of Blood recreate the whole of creation!
-St Gregory the Theologian, Easter Orations

————-
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IN MEMORY OF

MARY ZETS

+ JAN 9, 2006

ON THE 20™ ANNIVERSARY OF
HER PASSING AWAY

“BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART,
FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD”

LOVINGLY REMEMBERED BY CHILDREN
JERRY & BETH ZETS,
TOM & CHERYL DANKO,
AND GRANDCHILDREN
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